RACYC OFFSHORE RACING 2012
This note outlines the focus for the RACYC Offshore Racing Squad for the 2012 Sailing Season, following the RACYC team entry in the RORC Caribbean 600 race in Feb 12.  My intent for the season is to build on our success in 2011 (Top scoring Service Yacht in the RORC’s Season Points and 2nd Service Yacht in the Fastnet) by focusing on Individual Development.  The aim is to build a squad which will win class in Fastnet 2013 (probably on a new RACYC yacht), and also feed continued RAC participation in Army level sailing.  
I know some Regiments already have well advanced plans for their sailing seasons, but, to give it the cross Corps perspective, I will, in essence, challenge all racing sailors across the RAC to, in priority order:
       Increase your qualification level by at least one.  I want to put particular emphasis on getting at least a couple more YM Offshore in the club and especially getting some soldiers qualified as Dayskippers.  The courses for all of these qualifications are run at JSASTC (see www.jsastc.org) and are free.  You need to apply through the chain of command – but do contact me for support if required.
       All those not holding RYA Sea Survival, ISAF 6.01 Ocean Safety and RYA First Aid to obtain, or update, these qualifications.  These courses form the bedrock of the crew experience levels required for RORC offshore racing.  They are only valid for 5 years.  Holding them makes you a more useful crew member and infinitely more attractive as a crew to any skipper.  The courses are run at JSASTC or by the Army Offshore Sailing Centre - see http://www.sailarmy.co.uk/offshore/courses.html .
       If you have not previously done so, then try to get at least one race on British Soldier.  Her programme for next year is still to be determined but in due course will be published on the http://www.sailarmy.co.uk/offshore/offshore_racing/index.html  website.  Anyone interested in sailing at Army level and has not done so before, should get in touch with either myself or Lt Col Nick Bate.  Traditionally the RAC have always provided a good 50% of the Army Team; there is no reason why this should not continue
       Be aware the Army Offshore and Services Offshore Regattas take place 14 - 18 May 12 (AOR) and 11 - 16 Jun 12 (SOR).  These are “must compete in” events to ensure we (the RAC) continue to support the Army Sailing Association and retain the use of the JSASTC Victorias.  If we could get WK6 and a Victoria into at least the AOR that would be a good start – I`d be looking for a Regt to lead on the Vic, I`d lead on WK, unless there is another volunteer, but in both cases I want to make sure we get some cross RAC coherence. So, whether you are a skipper or potential crew, if you want to sail in these events, let me know.
       Additionally, provisionally, I am looking to enter White Knight 6 (WK6) into the following RORC Offshore Races for 2012:
       Morgan Cup – 5/6 May
       Myth of Malham – 22-24 Jun
       St Malo – 13-15 Jul
       Channel Race – 4/5 Aug (QDG?)
       Cherbourg Race 31 Aug – 2 Sep
Ideally, I`d like her skippered by a different YO or soldier on each occasion.  If qualifications are an issue I will go along as well, but the aim is to get YOU to actually skipper, arrange entry, crew et al.  So if you want to get involved (in any capacity) please get in touch with me.  (Most races are w/e’s – with the odd requirement for Fri and/or Monday release).  The RORC programme can be found at 2012 Race Programme – if someone wants to do something different from what I propose – just let me know.   The JOG programme is at JOG 2012
       You`ll also notice the RORC Big Race this year is Wicklow Sailing Club Round Ireland Race – start 24 Jun. If you and your Regiment want to take this on as a project, then please let me know.  I am happy to provide help/advice/support as required, and it presents a real opportunity with potential for delivery and recovery adv trg trips.  However, unless there is a strong and early commitment of individuals wanting to do this race, I`m not currently in a position to commit myself to running the whole thing.
Any individuals for whom none of the above suits should at least try:
       To do some dinghy racing.  See http://www.sailarmy.co.uk/dinghy/index.html 
       To obtain a VHF, Diesel Engine or other RYA shorebased qualification.  Again courses are run at JSASTC.
COSTS:  I`m frequently asked by individuals how much it costs to race on WK6.  We do our very best to keep it affordable for everybody – and particularly compared to racing commercially it represents exceptional value for money.  Last season we charged individuals a £10 per person per day contribution to yacht charter and entry fees, and then ran a crew kitty to cover food and berthing etc.  Typically this worked out at £5pppd.  The boat has foul weather and safety kit for individuals to borrow, but they should invest in their own pair of sailing boots.  Dependant on the event, costs for travel to/from the yacht can also be claimed.
The message remains:  ANY RAC SOLDIER OR OFFICER WHO WANTS TO RACE ON WHITE KNIGHT 6 IN 2012 SHOULD GET IN TOUCH WITH ME
I am always happy to answer offshore sailing/racing/training related queries, including interceding with the Chain of Command to release people.
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